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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE:  JANUARY 2025
My Brother Knights, and friends 
It’s 2025…. Yes that’s right, it’s 

seriously 2025 already. Some days, 
time literally seems to fall through 
the hourglass quicker than it’s sup-
posed too. As I think back to the 
2024 year, Council #1580 contin-
ues to go above and beyond in the 
work that it performs for the com-
munity and our faith. While some 
of the events we executed last year 
are commonly known, such as our 
First Responder Appreciation Din-
ner, Council #1580 has also start-
ed to try some new programming 
(Or revive). Two of these functions 
include our Keep Christmas in 
Christmas Poster Contest and par-
ticipating in the Highland Christ-

mas Parade with a float. Our Keep 
Christ in Christmas poster contest 
had a nice small turnout of 10 
participants, with Shaely Mooney 
winning the local council competi-
tion and proceeding to the district 
level. If you see Shaely, please give 
her a big congratulations! The Keep 
Christ in Christmas Poster contest 
is an event I had always wanted to 
see executed by Council #1580, and 
to keep in a close relationship with 
St. Paul School. 

There are many things that each 
of us can contribute. Council #1580 
is a machine of support for our 
community and the more hands 
involved the more effective we can 
be in helping us and building up the 

domestic church. Be an example 
of Christ to your family, friends 
and community by participating 
in one of our many functions. As 
Past Grand Knight Kim White 
has said in the past, Council 
#1580 hosts more than 200 events 
a year. While we are working our 
current function, whether it be 
a Lenten fish fry or our Bishops 
Dinner, we are actively planning 
our next event. 

I am very excited for the 2025 
year and the possibilities that it 
has in store for our council. Ev-
ery year we think about what we 
could do better, or a new year’s 
resolution to continue throughout 
the year. It is my hope that Coun-
cil #1580 continues to grow and 
adapt to our ever changing envi-
ronment, while maintaining our 
focus on our faith. One event I am 
going to encourage a lot of efforts 
with is our Just Jeans Drive com-
ing up conceived by our Brother 
Knight, and Faith Director Bill 
Trickey. The Just Jeans Drive is 
a collection of jeans that are new 
or gently used that are then do-
nated to the homeless community 
in the Soulard/St. Louis Missou-
ri Area. This year, it is my hope 
that Council #1580 can encourage 
other councils in our district to 
participate, and pass a resolution 
with the State of Illinois Knights 
of Columbus to formally adopt it 
as a state program. The Knights 
of Columbus not only just put a 
coat on a kid for a child in need, 
but also feed and clothe the poor 
in the footsteps of Christ. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Jacob W. Rose
Grand Knight

CHRISTMAS PARTY:  The Annual Christmas Party was held on De-
cember 15, 2024. It was well attended and council members enjoyed 
music by Amanda Wick throughout the evening. 
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SENIOR KNIGHT OF THE MONTH, KNIGHT OF THE MONTH, 
AND FAMILY OF THE MONTH AWARDS
SENIOR KNIGHT OF THE 
MONTH: 
These two brother knights are 
well known throughout our 
parish and community. Both 
active members of St. Paul 
Parish, Council #1580, and the 
4th degree assembly. These 
two knights, one a past grand 
knight, and one currently 
serving as our faithful naviga-
tor, recently accomplished in 
service to our council, the fa-
cilitation and complete decora-
tion of our council’s new float 
for the Highland Christmas 
Parade, helping to provide a 
public face to our communi-
ty. It is with great apprecia-

tion that we honor as Senior 
Knight(s) of the Month for De-
cember, 2024, John Genteman 
and Jerry Klostermann. Con-
gratulations from the Knights 
of Columbus Council #1580.

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH: 
We have selected as Decem-
ber’s Knight of the Month a 
brother Knight who is always 
willing to lend a hand at KC 
events. He became a Knight 
in 2016. Our brother knight 
is being recognized by his fel-
low brothers for his continued 

diligent work in the kitchen 
during our annual food fund-
raisers. It is with great appre-
ciation that we honor Bernie 
Rittenhouse as December’s 
Knight of the Month. Congrat-
ulations from the Knights of 
Columbus – Council 1580

FAMILY OF THE MONTH:
We have selected December’s 
family of the Month, a family 
that works for the betterment 
of our Parish Community. The 
father, while an active mem-
ber of the Knights, serves as a 

hospitality minister, while his 
daughter serves as a Eucha-
ristic minister. His daughter 
attends Mater Dei Catholic 
High School and worked as a 
secretary at St. Paul Parish. 
It is with great appreciation 
that we honor as Family of the 
Month for November 2024, 
Brad and Lynzie Huelsman 
families. 
Congratulations from the 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#1580.

SENIOR KNIGHT OF THE YEAR, KNIGHT OF THE YEAR, 
AND FAMILY OF THE YEAR AWARDS
SENIOR KNIGHT OF THE 
YEAR: 
Selected as our Senior Knight of 
the Year, is Brother Knight and 
current faithful navigator John 
Genteman. While aside from 
serving as Faithful Navigator, 
Brother Genteman actively par-
ticipates in many council func-
tions from fundraisers to help-
ing at the weekly bingo with 
a friendly cheerful smile, and 
facilitating the annual Spell-
ing Bee. Most recently brother 
Genteman, along with Brother 
Jerry Klostermann, were in-
strumental in the creation and 
execution of our Christmas float 
for the Highland 2024 Christ-
mas Parade. John Genteman, 
Congratulations again from the 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#1580.

KNIGHT OF THE YEAR: 
Selected as Knight of the Year 
for 2024, is Brother Knight Dan 
McCloud. Brother McCloud has 

contributed significant time, 
as able, to our council in the 
last year, while also currently 
serving as our Financial Secre-
tary. Some of this time includes 
assistance with the Council 
#1580 soccer challenge and pro-
viding feedback with improv-
ing the event. Assistance with 
executing our fundraisers such 
as our sausage supper in orga-
nizing volunteer logistics. Cre-
ation and execution of Council 
#1580’s Community Trivia 
Knight. Brother McCloud also 
does a significant amount of 
work in the background in his 
role as Financial Secretary, 
and continuously works on im-
provising on how we can do 
things better at council #!580. 
Dan McCloud, congratulations 
again from the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council #1580.

FAMILY OF THE YEAR:
Selected as our Family of the 
year for 2024 is Bill, Denise, 

and Dennis Trickey. The Trick-
ey Family is an exemplary 
model of what it means to build 
up the domestic church. While 
both active in pro-life activities, 
Bill and Denise actively partici-
pate in our Council’s work while 
keeping it informed of any up-
dates from Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Pocahontas. 
This can include many of our 
fundraisers, such as our chick-
en dinners, and facilitating our 
Bishop’s dinner. Bill is also re-
sponsible for the creating and 
facilitation our Annual Just 
Jeans Drive. The Trickey’s son 
Dennis, is a seminarian pursu-
ing vocation into the priesthood 
for our faith. The Trickeys al-
ways serve with a smile, joke, 
and laughs. Congratulations 
again to the Trickeys from the 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#1580.

LADY OF THE YEAR:
This lady and her family have 

always been helpful, with two 
other members on the Auxiliary 
Board, it was natural that she 
have a life of service as well. 
This lady served as vice presi-
dent of the Auxiliary for a few 
years, then took over from her 
sister as president, even serving 
while planning her daughter’s 
wedding. She has shown incred-
ible dedication to the Auxiliary. 
She has been a guiding hand 
and is always ready to step in 
when needed. She brought back 
our Auxiliary Garage Sale with 
much success. The 2024 Lady of 
the Year Award was awarded to 
Patricia Noe. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
AWARDS 2024: Special rec-
ognition awards were given to 
Nancy Genteman for the Ladies 
Auxiliary and Wayne Henze for 
the Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #1580. For their service and 
dedication to both organiza-
tions. 



LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS: NANCY GENTEMAN, SECRETARY 
Happy New Year one and all!  

The past year has been a busy 
one for the ladies auxiliary.  When 
we’re not raising money for good 
causes, we are joining together as 
a group to support the Knights of 
our chapter.  

We all make New Year’s resolu-
tions that we hopefully can fulfill.  
Resolutions can be a variety of 
goals that are personal and mean-
ingful and can help you stay moti-
vated, but one must also be moti-
vated to see them through.  How 
did New Year’s resolutions get 
their start?  It is thought that at 
the start of a new year that people 
made it a priority to make positive 
changes in their lives.  Ancient Ro-

mans believed that it was import-
ant to make promises to the gods 
for various reasons.  Most prom-
ises were made to Janus, which is 
where the month January got its 
name.  Since the days of Ancient 
Rome, New Year’s resolutions 
have grown in popularity.  In the 
early 20th century, only around 
one-fourth of people made a resolu-
tion, but now that number is close 
to 40%!  

Here are a few realistic resolu-
tions that we can certainly make 
an effort to follow through…

 Make your health an important 
part of your daily regime. Eat foods 
that help keep you strong and feel 
good.  Okay so maybe cookies aren’t 

part of making your body strong, 
but baking and eating cookies with 
your children/grandchildren sure 
does make you feel good!

Also remember not only is phys-
ical health important, so is your 
mental health.  Kids, jobs, and out-
side influences can all cause stress.  
Talk to a friend or a therapist or 
practice mindfulness through med-
itation.

Find something that gives you 
purpose. Help out at your local 
school, volunteer for a charity or 
join the ladies auxiliary. Giving 
back helps the soul feel better!

Be kind to those you encounter. 
Thank teachers, buy at local stores 
and help someone you know is feel-

ing lonely.  In a world of negativity, 
it is important to think positive!

Step away from the spiraling cir-
cle of social media.  We all find our-
selves caught in the trap of reading 
bad news and getting caught in the 
black hole of gloom.  Instead read 
a book, exercise, delete the app or 
just walk away from your phone.

If you make a New Year’s resolu-
tion, it is your decision to embrace 
it however you wish.

Keep up-to-date on your dues. 
Contact Rose Clarkin if you have 
any questions.

Please consider attending the 
next meeting on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4, 2025 at 7:00 pm.  See you 
there!

NEW
By  Tim Lucia, Chancellor

Happy New Year! So here we 
go, a new year and all the cliches 
we’ve heard before and now let’s 
not lose interest already! 2 Cor-
inthians 5:17

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new 
is here!” Yes, the new is here! 
Now let’s make a solid commit-
ment to “New”, last year is in the 
past, over, done with! Forget it, 
we’re moving on. Hebrews 13:6 
“So we say with confidence, ‘The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be 
afraid. What can mere mortals do 
to me?”

 God gives us strength to face 
the challenges of the new year 
ahead of us, let’s not let the dai-

ly anxieties get to us, use the 
strength God has given to each of 
us to make a difference. We have 
to be firm, stand tough, Satan his 
minions are working overtime to 
break our world, and now is the 
time to push back, use God’s 
strength to hold the line! 

New is the goal to motivate us 
forward, Joshua 1-9.

“Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous. Do not 
be frightened, and do not be dis-
mayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.”

Now where did I put that hon-
ey-do list…I’m sure there’s some-
thing “New” on it…

Enjoy the day!

NEWS FROM THE FOURTH DEGREE
Happy New Year Every-

one!
I hope you had a mem-

orable Christmas season 
filled with Joy, Wonder 
and Love.

December was busy with 
the launching of the boat 
float, Knight and Auxilia-
ry Christmas parties, the 
blood drive and the New 
Year’s Eve party. Thank 
you to all who participat-
ed and worked in making 
these events a success.

But please don’t go HI-

BERNATE, your help is 
needed to sell raffle tick-
ets! Currently we are sell-
ing SPORTSMAN RAFFLE 
TICKETS, to raise money 
primarily for the Uniform 
fund but also for the Chal-
ice fund.

Tickets are just $20. 
There are only 250 tick-
ets to be sold. First prize 
is $1500, Second prize is 
$1000. Everyone who buys 
a ticket has an opportuni-
ty to WIN BOTH PRIZES.  
Due to buyer request the 

prizes HAVE BEEN MOD-
IFIED TO UNIVERSAL 
GIFT CERTIFICATES, 
(CASH). The drawing will 
be held at the Knights of 
Columbus Super Bowl Par-
ty February 9, 2025 at the 
KC Hall in Highland, IL.

I challenge each Fourth 
Degree Knight to sell 
five raffle tickets. I ex-
pect each Fourth Degree 
Knight to sell two. Tickets 
are available at the hall 
for both distribution and 
sale.  Please pick up your 

tickets so we don’t have 
to mail them out.  Thank 
you!  Tickets make great 
stocking stuffers for fami-
ly, friends and even a gift 
to yourself!

Take the next step—be-
come a 4th Degree Knight!

Next Fourth Degree 
meeting is January 6th at 
7 PM in the KC Hall meet-
ing room. Invite another 
KC member into the fourth 
degree. HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!

B I N G O 
WORKERS WANTED

Call the hall or contact 
Wayne Henze if interested.





OBITUARIES
Our condolences to the fam-
ilies of: 

Mary Rosalyn Hammond, 
mother of Brother Knight 
George Marron III

Robert Kampwerth,broth-
er of Brother Knight Jim 
Kampwerth

PRAYER REQUEST CORNER
Please remember in your prayers any Brother 
Knights, Ladies Auxiliary, or their families who 
may be going through health struggles, financial 
struggles, or personal struggles. 

Lord, 
Grant peace of mind and healing to those who need 
it. Be with them through all their worries and 
struggles. Help them find comfort in your presence. 
In this we pray.
Amen

The Highland Knights of Columbus Boat Float 
was launched at 6:30 pm on November 29th 
during the 2024 Highland Christmas parade.

It was the maiden voyage when our crew set 
sail into the treacherous waters of float compe-
tition.  

While we didn’t win any booty, we held our 
own by being given honorable mention and 
fourth place. Not bad for our first regatta!

We had a mixed crew of men and women on 
the ship. Terry Marks, Matt Dermody, Scott and 
Ben Wick, Dave Wilmsmeyer and spouse. 

About halfway through the voyage we were 

KC FLOAT TAKES MAIDEN 
VOYAGE

Photos Contributed by The Pioneer Newspaper

boarded by two bagpipe play-
ers from the Missouri Military 
Academy, who played excel-
lently for us during the remain-
der of our travels and then dis-
appeared like sea sprints not to 
be seen again.

Our float’s “tugboats” were 
Dennis Weber, Starboard 
(right) and Jerry Klostermann, 
Port (left) who walked the route 
passing out candy and keeping 
little fishes from getting caught 
in our wake.  

John Genteman acted as har-
bor pilot while John Kapp was 
our navigator.

The parade was followed by 
the lighting ceremony on the 
square where Santa made an 
appearance.  

The Annual Lighted Christ-
mas Parade was a great way to 
start the holiday season!

I believe that a grand time 
was had by all participants and 
spectators.



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
P.O. Box 195
Highland, IL 62249

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FROM THE EDITORS
We are mostly an email news-

letter now, so please let us know 
if you would rather receive the 
email version as opposed to the 
print. 

If your email is currently on 
our mailing list, but you have 
not received the email news-
letter, check your spam folder, 
sometimes it likes to hide out 
there. 

For those that like having the 
print edition or do not have an 
email address, no worries! We 
will be mailing print editions to 
you and will also have a limit-
ed number of copies available at 
the KC Hall. 

If you haven’t already, go on 
over to @HighlandKnightsof-
ColumbusCouncil1580 at Face-
book.com and give us a like and 
a follow! We’re doing some fun 
things  over there such as live-
streams of various events, ar-
ticles from our newsletter, and 
notices about our events or con-

tributions to our community. It’s  
a fun time over there!

The Ladies Auxiliary have a 
Facebook page as well. Go give 
them a like and follow if you 
haven’t already. They can be 
found @LadiesAuxiliary-Coun-
cil1580,Highland KnightsofCo-
lumbus 

As usual, if you have a change 
of address or email, please con-
tact the council to update their 
records. The council is charged 
for postage when the newsletter 
is sent back. 

Please do not hesitate to 
email me with any questions 
or concerns or even ideas for 
articles. You can email me at  
editor.knighttimes@gmail.com. 
Our Facebook page is also a 
great new line of communica-
tion. We’re usually pretty quick 
to respond!  

And as always, the coun-
cil’s website is a fantastic 
source for additional infor-

mation. Please check it out at  
www.highlandkc.org.

Thank you for reading!


