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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE:  JULY 2025

AVAST, YE: Council #1580 took to the high seas in the Schweitzerfest parade on June 7. The 
theme was Pirates, offering the Council to use their ship themed float. Pictured are Jim Kloster-
mann (front) and Dave Thole (back). 

Photo Contributed

My Brother Knights, and 
friends,

Time does not seem to slow 
down at all whatsoever! 
Schweitzerfest has passed 
with ID Day and Kirchen-
fest will soon be upon us. As 
a friendly reminder, I will 
be reaching out to everyone 
for assistance in helping 
with Kirchenfest. I know 
the phrase “Many Hands 
Make Light Work”, but it is 
truly the case. Since joining 
the Knights, I have helped 
out with the evening shift 
on Saturday, and found it to 
be enjoyable to spend time 
with everyone. What’s all 
thats required? Just a cou-
ple hours of your time, and 
a positive attitude. We will 
also need assistance with 

our “Fill the Clamshell” on 
July 13th from 11:00am to 
2:00pm.

I would like to give a spe-
cial thank you to Brother 
Knights John Genteman, 
David Thole, Tyler Beck, 
and Jim Klostermann for 
their help with the Sch-
weitzerfest Parade. Also 
for Brother Knights Jer-
ry Klostermann and John 
Genteman for prepping the 
float. The float was well re-
ceived and the kids watch-
ing the parade absolutely 
loved it. This is an opportu-
nity for our Council to pres-
ent itself to the community 
in a fun way, and partici-
pating doesn’t take much 
at all but two hours of your 
time for that day.

Lastly, just a friendly re-

minder that Council #1580 
is now also starting a new 
incentive in which if you 
get one new member to 
sign up, you get half off 
of next year’s dues. If you 
signed up two individuals, 
your dues next year are 
free! Please also contact 
Dave Gall if your able to 
assist with the I.D. Day on 
July 23. 

LASTLY, don’t forget to 
support our KSHE Blood 
Drive on July 25, 2:00pm 
to 6:00pm. 

Again, thank you all for 
what you do for faith and 
the community. 

Vivat Jesus!



SENIOR KNIGHT OF THE MONTH, KNIGHT OF THE MONTH, 
AND FAMILY OF THE MONTH AWARDS
SENIOR KNIGHT OF THE 
MONTH: 
This brother knight has faith-
fully serves his council, com-
munity, and Parish. Utiliz-
ing his skills as a bartender, 
this brother knight keeps the 
community happy during our 
fundraisers, and public events. 
It is with great appreciation 
that we honor Michael Hoffler 
as June’s Senior Knight of the 
Month. Congratulations from 
the Knights of Columbus – 
Council 1580

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH: 
Our Brother Knight has been 
a Knight for over 5 years and 
is currently serving a pasto-
ral internship at Christ the 
King in Springfield. He and 
his family are very active 
members of the Immaculate 
Conception Church in Pier-
ron. Even while studying his 
vocation, this brother knight 
still takes the time to assist 
our Council when at home. An 
example of faith for his gener-
ation, It is with great appreci-
ation that we honor as Knight 
of the Month for June, Den-
nis Trickey! Congratulations 

from the Knights of Columbus 
Council #1580!

FAMILY OF THE MONTH:
June’s Family-of-the-Month is 
selected for their commitment 
to continual service and sup-
port to the Church, our Coun-
cil and to our Community. 
This Brother Knight and his 
Lady are still involved in many 
activities: Perpetual Adora-
tion, Cursillo, Funeral Home 
Visitation, Kirchenfest when 
physically able to do so. She is 
a past recipient “State Lady of 
the Year,” and they both have 

been avid proponents in the 
Pro-Life programs. He is in-
volved in a host of community 
organizations including the 
Knights of Columbus; the Li-
ons, Highland Area Commu-
nity Foundation. Having tak-
en care of the Grand Knight 
and his brothers since they 
were little, there is no excuse 
to NOT call this Knight and 
his lady saints. It is with deep 
appreciation that we have se-
lected Terry and Joan Riffel 
as our Family of the Month for 
June, 2025.  Congratulations 
from the Knights of Columbus 
Council #1580.

LUNCH BUNCH: 
Missy Loyet of the 
L.U.N.C.H. Bunch 
Summer Lunch 
Program present-
ed at the June 
Meeting.  
Photo Contributed



LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS: NANCY GENTEMAN, SECRETARY 

July
By  Tim Lucia, Chancellor

NEWS FROM THE FOURTH DEGREE       FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR JOE WHALEN

Happy 4th of July! This Year, 
marks 249 years since the Dec-
laration of Independence was 
signed on July 4, 1776, of those 
249 years the Fourth Degree of 
the Knights of Columbus has 
been active in leading patriotic 
service in America. February 22, 
1900,  Inaugural Fourth Degree 
exemplification takes place on 
Washington’s Birthday in New 
York City at the Lenox Lyce-
um with 1,100 Knights pres-
ent. Through the dedication to 
the main goal of patriotism, the 
Fourth Degree has been involved 
in the Order’s promotion of civic 

pride and virtue, with its unity of 
service members, and its defense 
of religious liberty and the right 
to life. 1912, Sir Knights led a 
great parade of patriotic and 
civic societies at the dedication 
of the Columbus Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. April 12, 1917, 
Upon U.S. entry in World War I, 
the Supreme Assembly sends a 
telegram to President Woodrow 
Wilson swearing members’ “al-
legiance to our Constitution and 
flag.”

January 1942, One month af-
ter the Pearl Harbor attack, Su-
preme Master Timothy Galvin 

introduced a new program titled 
“America Fights for God-Given 
Rights,” to boost the nation’s mo-
rale.

April 1951,The board of direc-
tors mandates that assemblies 
include “under God” when recit-
ing the U.S. Pledge of Allegiance, 
three years before the change 
is passed into law. September 
2001, Within 24 hours of the 9/11 
attacks, the Supreme Council es-
tablished the Heroes Fund for 
families of first responders who 
were killed, with Fourth Degree 
assemblies leading fundraising 
efforts. The Fourth Degree ac-

tively supports military mem-
bers and veterans, including 
those who served in the Vietnam 
War, and organizes events like 
“Welcome Home” celebrations to 
honor and recognize the service 
of Vietnam veterans. 

Our Council will hold an Exem-
plification for all Degrees on Oc-
tober 11th 2025, now is the time 
to ask someone you know to join 
the Council, or if you would like 
to complete your Fourth Degree 
now is the perfect time ! 

Happy Independence Day 
America !!

As we continue through the sum-
mer, it is important to remember 
the importance of the month of July. 
It is a month of celebration centered 
around Independence Day, commem-
orating freedom and independence. 
Happy July 4th to you and your fam-
ily. Make good memories with the 
people you love most!

Congratulations to the following 
members who were elected auxiliary 
officers. If anyone is interested in the 
position of vice president, please let 
one of the officers know.

President-Jan Abbott; Vice 
President-(the position is open); 
Secretary-Nancy Genteman; 
Treasurer-Rose Clarkin; Sergeant-
at-Arms-Colleen McDermott; Trust-
ees: Regina Lipski, Patricia Noe, and 
Emily Rose.

Thank you to Emily Rose for your 
service as President for the past year! 
Also, thank you to Rose Clarkin for 

graciously volunteering to serve an-
other year as treasurer. We appreci-
ate both of you for your service to the 
auxiliary.

Here’s what the Ladies Auxiliary is 
working on this month...

The Knights continue to sponsor 
dances at the KC Hall. The next 
dance will be Sunday, July 20, 2025 
from 2:00-5:00 pm. Butch’s Polka 
Kings will be the featured band. Nan-
cy Genteman continues to oversee 
popcorn duties for the dances. Come 
join the fun!

The auxiliary will again be helping 
with the Rotary Luncheon during the 
Madison County Fair on Tuesday, 
July 22, 2025, at the fairgrounds. We 
will be in need of volunteers to help 
at the event and provide yummy des-
serts. More details and sign-up will 
be available at the July meeting.

The Disability Awareness Day 
through the Madison County Fair 

will again be held on Wednesday, 
July 23, 2025, at the KC Hall. We will 
also need volunteers for this event. 
There will be more information avail-
able at the July meeting.

The auxiliary is looking at an out-
ing for the group possibly in August 
or in the fall. It would be a visit to the 
Old St. Louis Cathedral for a tour 
and mass. The cost would be $5.00, 
which is donated to the cathedral. 
The cathedral would like to have at 
least 10 or more people attending. 
We will continue to discuss the out-
ing in the coming months. It would be 
a great time to get together outside of 
meetings and volunteering.

The auxiliary is in the process of 
providing greenery for the KC Hall 
sign. It was recently painted and the 
greenery would give it a boost. Keep 
your eyes open for a change in the 
sign!

We are still in the planning stages 

regarding an auxiliary cookbook. The 
last cookbook was published in 2011. 
For those of you that have one, you 
know what a nicely done cookbook it 
is. A lot of time and effort was spent 
on publishing it.

Start collecting recipes you might 
like to include in the cookbook and 
if there is history behind the recipes. 
We are also looking for recipes that 
would have specific cooking methods, 
such as the use of an instant pot, air 
fryer, slow cooker, and grilling and 
ones that are gluten-free, dairy-free, 
and low carb.

Don’t forget to pay your dues of 
$5.00 to Rose Clarkin at the next 
meeting.

Also, please pray for Father Pat in 
the hopes that he returns to us very 
soon!

Next meeting will be July 1, 2025 at 
7:00 pm. See you then!

We held our meeting on June 
2 and elected new officers. As 
the new Faith Navigator, I am 
looking forward to making the 
next Fraternal Year a very 
successful one, along with the 
help of the new officers and 
the other 4 th degree mem-
bers. I would like to thank our 
past Faith Navigator, along 
with the officers for our past 
successful year. On July 27 we 
will be having our installation 
of the new officers. It will be 
at the Knights of Columbus 

Hall in Highland. Hope to see 
you there. We are now into the 
month of July when we will be 
celebrating our independence 
and democracy. As 4 th degree 
Knights we stand for the prin-
ciple of patriotism and should 
promote it always.

SAVE THE DATE FOR 
THESE UPCOMING 
EVENTS

-July 4 th and 5 th Green-
ville Knights will be having a 
beer stand at the Greenville 

Fourth Fest. The money will 
go to help support our chari-
ties.

-July 23rd Intellectual Dis-
abilities Day at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall

-July 27 th Installation of of-
ficers at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall 1:00

-August 9 th 33rd ANNUAL 
GOLF SCRAMBLE – Timber 
Lakes Golf Course, Staunton 
IL.

-October 11 th Saturday – 
ALL-DEGREE EXEMPLIFI-

CATIONS
We are hosting an AII-DE-

GREE Exemplifications. So, if 
you know anyone that would 
like to become a Knight or a 
third-degree Knight that is 
interested in joining the 4 th 
degree, I encourage you invite 
them to come and take part in 
the Exemplification. All neigh-
boring Councils are invited to 
participate with us in the Ex-
emplifications.

Joe Whalen, Faithful Navi-
gator.



1 2 3 4 Indep. Day 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 Notes:

 Games Start 7:00 PM   

7:00 PM Boy Scouts
Euchre 7:00 PM 

KC Hall  
12:00 PM   Doors Open 5:00 PM   

 

KC Officer Installation   Bingo   

   I.D. Awareness Day   

 
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM   Euchre 7:00 PM  BloodCenter.org  

Classic Country Music   Games Start 7:00 PM  Register Online

 
Hill Williams Band   Doors Open 5:00 PM  2:00 PM - 6:00 PM  
KC Sunday Dance   Bingo  KC - KSHE Blood Drive

 
Clamshell Lid Must Close 7:00 PM Boy Scouts      
Chicken - Fish - Shrimp   Euchre 7:00 PM   

 
11 :00 AM -2:00 PM   Games Start 7:00 PM    

Carryout Feast   Doors Open 5:00 PM   

Wedding

$10 Fill a Clamshell  7:00 PM Council Meeting Bingo    

     Wedding Decorate

 
   Euchre 7:00 PM    
  8:00 PM KC Officers Games Start 7:00 PM   

 
  7:00 PM Columbus Club Doors Open 5:00 PM    
 7:00 PM Fourth Degree 7:00 PM Ladies Auxiliary Bingo   

 Doors Open 5:00 PM   

 
     
 Euchre 7:00 PM   

Highland Knights of Columbus
July 2025

Niemeyer Agency 618-526-7991

Saturday

7:00 PM Fourth Degree * Special Bingo *    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

 
 Games Start 7:00 PM    

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 Notes:

 

 
 

 
 

 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts      

Please Volunteer   Euchre 7:00 PM   

 
Food Court Fryers Needed   Games Start 7:00 PM    
Strassenlauf Marshals &   Doors Open 5:00 PM   

Wedding

Kirchenfest   Bingo    

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM      

Food Court Fryers Needed
Good Times Band   Euchre 7:00 PM  Please Volunteer Pease Volunteer
Dave Hylla & The   Games Start 7:00 PM  Food Court Fryers Needed

Kirchenfest
Music By:   Doors Open 5:00 PM  Strassenlauf Marshals & Strassenlauf Marshals &

KC Sunday Dances   Bingo  Kirchenfest

 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts      
  Euchre 7:00 PM   

 
 Games Start 7:00 PM    
 Doors Open 5:00 PM   

Entry Forms at KC Hall

 7:00 PM Council Meeting Bingo    

     

Timber Lakes - Staunton
  Euchre 7:00 PM   Shotgun Start 9 AM
 8:00 PM KC Officers Games Start 7:00 PM   

* Fourth Degree Golf *
 7:00 PM Columbus Club Doors Open 5:00 PM   Tournament
7:00 PM Fourth Degree 7:00 PM Ladies Auxiliary Bingo   

 
 Private Event
 
  
 

Highland Knights of Columbus
August 2025

Niemeyer Agency 618-526-7991

Saturday

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

 



OBITUARIESWe pray for those who have 
passed in the month of June 
and their families. 

PRAYER REQUEST CORNER
Please remember in your prayers any Brother 
Knights, Ladies Auxiliary, or their families who 
may be going through health struggles, financial 
struggles, or personal struggles. 

Lord, 
Grant peace of mind and healing to those who need 
it. Be with them through all their worries and 
struggles. Help them find comfort in your presence. 
In this we pray.
Amen



FROM THE EDITORS
We are mostly an email newsletter 

now, so please let us know if you would 
rather receive the email version as op-
posed to the print. 

If your email is currently on our mail-
ing list, but you have not received the 
email newsletter, check your spam 
folder, sometimes it likes to hide out 
there. 

For those that like having the print 
edition or do not have an email ad-
dress, no worries! We will have a lim-
ited number of copies available at the 
Church and KC Hall. 

If you haven’t already, go on over to 
@HighlandKnightsofColumbusCoun-
cil1580 at Facebook.com and give us a 
like and a follow! We’re doing some fun 
things  over there such as live-streams 
of various events, articles from our 

newsletter, and notices about our 
events or contributions to our commu-
nity. It’s  a fun time over there!

The Ladies Auxiliary have a Face-
book page as well. Go give them a like 
and follow if you haven’t already. They 
can be found @LadiesAuxiliary-Coun-
cil1580,Highland KnightsofColumbus 

As usual, if you have a change of 
address or email, please contact the 
council to update their records. The 
council is charged for postage when the 
newsletter is sent back. 

Please do not hesitate to email me 
with any questions or concerns or even 
ideas for articles. You can email me at  
editor.knighttimes@gmail.com. Our 
Facebook page is also a great new line 
of communication. We’re usually pret-
ty quick to respond!  

And as always, the council’s web-
site is a fantastic source for addition-
al information. Please check it out at  
www.highlandkc.org.

Thank you for reading!


